
Monthly Summary of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas for the month of 

March, 2020. 

 1. In the month of March, 2020 nearly 6 lakh new LPG connections were issued 
and total number of connections released in the current financial year are more than 
1.56 crore.  As on 31.03.20, 26.28 crore LPG customers are availing subsidy under 
PAHAL Scheme and more than 12 lakh customers have joined this scheme in the 
month of March, 2020. As on 31.03.20, more than 1.03 crore customers have given 
up LPG subsidy under “Give it Up” initiative. 
 

2. Domestic crude oil production for the month of March, 2020 was 2701 TMT as 
against production target of 3136 TMT, showing an achievement of 86.13%. Natural 
Gas production for the month of March, 2020 was 2399 MMSCM as against 
production target of 3087 MMSCM, showing an achievement of 77.71%. 

3. During March, 2020, the price of the Indian Basket of Crude oil varied 
between $ 21.87 and $ 51.91 per barrel and the average price was $33.36 per barrel 
as compared to average price of  $54.63 per barrel in February, 2020. 

4.  As per the Refinery Gate Price (RGP) effective from 1st March, 2020, OMCs 
are expected to incur an under recovery/DBTL Subsidy amounting to NIL and Rs. 
2,482 crore during March, 2020 on sale of PDS Kerosene and domestic LPG 
respectively.  The expected under recoveries/subsidy for the FY 2019-20 in respect 
of PDS Kerosene and Domestic LPG (Under DBTL) is Rs 1,947 crore and  Rs. 
22,973 crore respectively (based on crude oil price of $ 66/bbl). The total subsidy to 
the consumers on subsidized domestic LPG is Rs. 252 per cylinder (14.2 kg) for 
PMUY customers and Rs. 231 per cylinder (14.2 kg) for non-PMUY customers 
effective from 1st March, 2020. There is NIL under recovery on PDS Kerosene 
effective from 1st March, 2020. 
 
5. A total of 22,465 Retail Outlets have been solarized as on 31.03.2020. 

6. Tender for Ethanol Supply Year (ESY) 2019-20 was floated by OMCs. OMCs 
have allocated 155.14 crore litres against the offers received. Supplies have 
commenced and OMCs have received 54.22 crore litres till 30.03.2020.  

7. OMCs have procured 10.4 crore litres of Bio-Diesel during April, 2019 – 
February, 2020 for blending with High Speed Diesel. OMCs have floated Expression 
of Interest (EoI) for procurement of Biodiesel produced from Used Cooking Oil 
(UCO) across 200 cities. 

8. As a result of the lockdown announced by the Government in the wake of 
COVID-19 pandemic, due to reduced demand of petroleum products in the market, 
the PSU refineries are presently operating below its designed capacity.  However, 
the situation is constantly monitored and steps are being taken to ensure adequate 
availability of products. 

9. Guidelines from Ministry of Home Affairs to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
and maintenance of essential services have been circulated to various Organizations 
under the Ministry for compliance. 
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